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It is once again my pleasure to write the latest foreword for 
this marvellous latest edition of  Hearts and Wings. As ever, 
this is a fantastic publication that enables our pupils to share 
all of  their achievements with the world-wide Haileybury 
community. It is important to note that Hearts and Wings 
is quite different from other publications, and in particu-
lar from The Haileybury Herald. Whilst The Herald gives 
pupils, and staff, the opportunity to share information and 
events with our parents, Hearts and Wings is an oppor-
tunity for pupils to share a much greater variety of  inter-
esting features and articles about our school. I would like 
to thank Mr Wilde and the editorial team for all of  their 
hard work in helping to produce and publish this latest edi-
tion, which I am certain will be enjoyed by our community. 

Craig Halsall
Headmaster

A Message from the Mothership!
Acknowledgements One of  Haileybury Almaty’s great strengths is the close 

ties we enjoy with Haileybury in England – ‘the Moth-
ership’! - and our sister school in Kazakhstan, Hailey-
bury Astana. We are truly a family of  schools. During 
this term we were visited by Joe Davies, the Master of  
Haileybury, and he sent this message upon his return.
“I have visited Haileybury Almaty on seven occasions
over the last seven years and this was the most enjoy-
able of  all. I was absolutely thrilled by the enthusiasm 
of  the pupils that I met. An English liberal education is 
about developing an open-mindedness and willingness 
to think the unconventional – at all times based not on 
dogma but on the available evidence. I saw this in action 
at every turn. It also entails the development of  char-
acter and I saw this, too, at every turn. My visit began 
with an enchantingly witty Year 3 assembly based on 
the History of  the Roman Republic and Empire. All 
the pupils performed with panache, humour and clarity. 
I interviewed four pupils in Year 13 who have aspira-
tions to progress to top UK and US universities. All 
the candidates were impressive in their manner, men-
tal agility and enthusiasm for their chosen subjects. 
There was much intellectual passion on display and I 
have no doubt that some of  these will secure places at 
Oxbridge colleges – a real feather in their and Hailey-
bury Almaty’s cap if  it comes to pass. My final memory 
is seeing a group of  teachers and support staff  stay-

ing on after school on Friday to play volleyball in the 
sports hall. I was immediately encouraged to take part 
in the game – I have never played volleyball before – 
and was warmly welcomed to be part of  this delightful 
Haileybury community. I was hopeless, but was deeply 
touched to have been invited.
I left for my flight home eager to return and excited 
to have witnessed a school that so obviously displays 
both academic momentum and human warmth in large 
measure.”

Joe Davies
Master, Haileybury
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Year 6

Year 3 What a busy term we had! Year 3 
children have worked extremely 
hard and enjoyed every single mo-

ment of  their learning. Lots and lots of  practi-
cal activities in all areas of  curriculum. Poetry 
week, Roman Day, Science experiments, maths 
investigations, drama and role play linked to 
Myths and Legends and many more…Ending 
the term with a fantastic class assembly about 
the Romans by 3ZKW was one of  the high-
lights of  this term. What a joy learning was 
for all in year 3! 

Zeynep Kiziltepe-Winter, Head of  Year 3

It has been a busy term in Year 6 
– as always!  Students have been 
working hard in all subjects 

for this important transition year.  
Highlights have included making 
radio shows for Green Week; per-
forming ‘Cats’ in the Primary 

What a super term from Key Stage 1! 
New children, new teachers, new 
curriculums, new events, new foot-

ball pitch and lots of  the good old stuff. A 
special highlight for me has been seeing just 
how much Year 1 have developed their use of  
English around school and how Year 2 have 
excelled and enjoyed our new Maths curric-
ulum. We have had an amazing term and I 
would like to thank all of  the children, teach-
ers and parents for making every moment a 
superb learning opportunity for our children.

Tom Browning-Stamp, Head of  Key Stage 1

We started the year by welcoming back staff  
and children old and new at our annual 
Knowledge Day.  It was wonderful to see the 

enthusiasm of  all the children to be returning to school 
after the summer  holiday which shows how much they 
enjoy being here at Haileybury Almaty.
The term has been full of  opportunities for the children 
in Key Stage 2 to become involved in school life beyond 
the day to day academics.  There has been a huge number 
of  extra-curricular activities happening five days a week 
in school which a huge number of  our children have en-
thusiastically taken part in.  They have ranged from the 
creative to academic to sports.  It has been great to see 

Welcome to what has been a busy term in 

so many children taking part.  If  you haven’t taken up 
any of  these activities this term, make sure you give it 
a go next term!
Each year group has had a day where they have focused 
on their History topic.  Year 3 had their Roman Day, 
Year 4 a day all about the Ancient Egyptians, an An-
cient Greek Day in Year 5 and Year 6 had their Victori-
an Day.  As well as having a fun chance to dress up as a 
person from the period they were studying, the children 
also had a day of  activities which supported what they 
had been learning in class.
We were also very proud of  our football teams who 
have taken part in COASH tournaments this term.  
This proved to be a fantastic experience for them and 

we were very proud to see the sportsmanship displayed 
by the teams who took part.
The children also enjoyed taking part in our Poetry 
Week.  They not only had the opportunity to listen to 
a wide range of  poetry that week, they all had a go at 
writing their own poems.  The children really enjoyed 
sharing the poems they did in an assembly where Key 
Stage 1 and 2 came together.
Green Week also helped raise the children’s awareness 
of  the things they could personally do to be more eco-
logically minded. 

Poetry Assembly and taking part 
in Victorian Day where everybody 
dressed up.  Our classrooms be-
came more like Victorian ones and 
children had to practise their hand-
writing, learn poetry and recite 
their times tables.  Boys enjoyed 

woodwork and drill (P.E.) sessions 
and girls enjoyed sewing and de-
portment lessons – ready to find 
a husband!  The grand finale was 
led by Mr Clarke and Miss Olga as 
pupils learnt the skills of  how to 
waltz.

What a super term from Key Stage 1!

Stage 2Key
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Key Stage 3 welcomes you to this 
section of  Hearts and Wings. 
Yet again we have had an ex-
tremely busy, but equally fan-
tastic start to the school year!
Our Year 7 students have made the 
big transition from primary school. 
They have had to come to terms 
very quickly with the increase in 
the amount of  homework they 
have; however, their organisational 
skills are increasing and they are 
meeting deadlines comfortably. It 
is their Mathematics ability which 
has been the most pleasing, with 
Mr Watson (Head of  Mathematics) 

As always, the pupils and staff  in 
Key Stage 4 have been very busy.  
Year 10 have got to grips with their 
IGCSE subjects (some are even 
taking some subjects one year ear-
ly which is fantastic) and Year 11 
have been preparing for the mock 
IGCSEs in January.  In December, I 
ran a session on how to revise with 
the Year 11s- most people sit there 
and lock themselves in their bed-
rooms staring at books, but there 
are other methods!  These days, 
young students are lucky enough 
to have the internet to assist them 
(and sometimes distract them…) 

praising the year group for their 
exceptionally high attainment lev-
els. Year 8 and 9 have also grown, 
not just in the number of  stu-
dents, but in their effort and work 
rate in class, in order to achieve 
the highest ‘Attitude To Learning’ 
level possible. Both year groups 
are setting exceptional standards.
The Attendance Premier League 
also continues to raise standards at
Haileybury. I was very proud of  
8TMC and 8SJ, who have won the 
first two championships with average 
half  term attendances of  over 96%!
Over 70 students in secondary 

but the internet is actually a fantas-
tic resource to find helpful guides 
and information to help you revise.  
Youtube has a plethora of  engaging 
videos to help you on various sub-
jects- just search and you will find.  
As an English teacher, I can safely 
say that Enotes have great tutorials 
on most of  the literature texts that 
are studied- there are even rapper 
style ThugNotes should you wish 
to listen to a different approach! 
Good luck to all those doing exams 
this year.

Lucy Pittman, Head of  Key Stage 4

Stage

4Stage

3Key
Key

school still have 100% attendance 
and they were rewarded in last 
week’s assembly with certificates, 
cinema vouchers, sports equipment, 
non-uniform days - and even a giant 
cake! Well done to everyone who has 
improved their attendance this year.
Well done to all students in Key 
Stage 3. You have had a fantastic 
first term. Have a great holiday 
and I will see you refreshed and 
ready to go once again in January.

Stephen Butters, Head of  Key Stage 3
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This is my first term at Haileybury Almaty and I have 
absolutely loved working with our group of  Sixth 
Form students. It is the only school I have worked in 
during 39 years of  teaching where benefactors have 
ensured that the brightest students have the oppor-
tunity to improve their academic ability and reach a 
level where they are capable of  entering universities 
around the world. It is our ambition to unlock the 
wealth of  talent in these young people and help them 
fulfil their dreams.
The Year 12 and Year 13 students are gifted and have 
used their time in the Sixth Form to reach high aca-
demic standards. I am looking forward to seeing the 
fruits of  their labours when the Year 13s receive the 
replies to their university applications in the New Year. 
It’s an exciting and nerve-wracking time. The higher 
education system is extremely competitive these days. 
Three good A levels are no longer a guarantee of  a 
place at university and so we aim to give our students 
the opportunity to excel in many other areas. 
After just one term of  working with our students 
I am still finding hidden talents that often shine 
through outside the class room. It has been a source 
of  amazement to see just how varied these talents 
are. We have students who can sit down at the piano 
and play beautiful classical music; students who rep-
resent the school at football, table tennis, volleyball 

“Life in the Sixth Form in Haileybury Almaty is 
an incredibly rich and diverse experience, 

and it will always remain a heart-warming memory for me.”
Karina Bissenova, 12 KB

   “The Sixth Form is a time full of  adventures and new experiences.”

Aruzhan Akchanova, 12 PD

‘I am really grateful for all the people I have met over these two years in the Sixth Form. Everyone I have gotten to know has influenced me in one way or another, and has left a remarkable trace in my life. We can fight and argue over lit-tle things with my friends but I know for sure that these are the people I can always rely on. They always h ave my back.’
Karina Tukanova, 13 PB

‘When I first got into school, 
I was scared of  being a new person

in the class, and feeling left out. But all of  the people 
in the ixth Form turned out to be extremely friendly 
and nice; it did not take long for me to become a part 

of  this big and loving family.’  

Amina Askarbek, 12 KB

Perhaps the most significant feature about the Sixth Form, apart 
from its rigorous academics, is the amount of  opportunities 
and support students are able to enjoy. Our ever-growing Sixth 
Form Centre is equipped with computers and printers in order 
to provide the best learning environment possible, while our pri-
vate library is rich with helpful books on career choices, applica-
tion processes, and advice for high-school students.  
As a Sixth Former, you also get a chance to meet prominent 
speakers, who are always keen on sharing their life experience 
with you. Earlier this year, for instance, the Sixth Form students 
welcomed Mr Alister Bartholomew, the Chairman of  the Board 
of  Governors, and discussed the ways of  improving the school. 
Mr Bartholomew also gave a speech about the importance of  
making the most out of  the opportunities available 
for students at Haileybury Almaty, and pursu-
ing your passion.  Later in the term, Year 13 
students were acquainted with Mr Joe Davies, 
the Master of  Haileybury in England. Mr 
Davies conducted mock university interviews 
with students applying to the world-leading in-
stitutions, such as Oxford, Cambridge and UCL. 
Students received valuable feedback that has 
greatly prepared them for the real interviews. 
Finally, Year 12 students were able to have a head 
start on their university research after a success- ful Careers 
Day led by the Head of  Sixth Form, Mrs Mary Eckersall. The 
students worked on the first drafts of  their personal statements, 
learned about the university application processes in different 
countries, and considered various options of  studying abroad. 
A presentation on revision techniques and exam skills by Mrs 
Eckersall and a motivational speech by Daniel Eckersall have 
also been very useful to the students, and have helped many of  
them with universities research and career choices. 

But the Sixth Form would not be so much fun without the stu-
dents themselves. The people you get to know during your time 
in the Sixth Form are more than just your school friends - they 
are family.  Together, we share similar struggles and achieve-
ments, moments of  joy and anxiety, happiness and sadness, 
stress and relief.  The bonds you form in the Sixth Form will 
never be broken, and these friendships will last a lifetime. 

or basketball; students who can think quickly on their 
feet and make well-reasoned arguments that made 
them excel in the debating competition; students 
who give up their free time and tutor the younger 
students in Maths; students who can represent the 
school at chess, or make craft items to an almost pro-
fessional standard; students who have produced the 
most wonderful pieces of  art work; students with the 
confidence to stand up and address a room filled with 
parents and deliver presentations; and students who 
are so concerned about those around them that they 
have volunteered to collect clothing and  distribute 
it to needy families in the Almaty region. We aim to 
give all our students the fundamental skills to be a 
success in the working world - academically, person-
ally and socially. The Sixth Form at Haileybury Al-
maty is thriving, the numbers are growing, and the 
entry criteria are rising. 
This group of  students 
has demonstrated lead-
ership qualities and a 
great community spirit. 
I look forward to seeing 
just how far they can go 
in their chosen fields of  
study and future careers.

Mary Eckersall, Head of  Sixth Form

Life in the Sixth Form

Moving to the Sixth Form is life-changing: one minute you have 
plenty of  time on your hands and teachers are nagging you to 
do your work, and the next moment you are thrown off  by the 
extensive workload and you just have to sort out everything by 
yourself. 
Indeed, life in the Sixth Form is liberating - you get so much 
freedom, independence and respect from the staff  that you even 
start to feel all grown up and mature. And there is a great deal 
of  responsibility as well - Head Boy and Head Girl duties, 
prefectship, charities and social events organizations, assem-
blies, you name it! You must also learn to work on your own, 
and cope with immense amount of  stress and pressure coming 
from exams, university applications and parents’ expectations. 
This article is just a little insight into the life of  our Sixth Form 
community. 
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The Sixth Form is one of  the greatest times of  my life. It is 

joyous but at the same time it is hard. However, I never worry 

about the difficulties because we all have become a family where 

we always support and motivate each other. The Sixth Form is 

also the place where I have met my friends for life, and we enjoy 

spending time together during our free periods. Moreover, here 

we have lots of  events, and this is absolutely amazing since we 

have an opportunity to socialize outside the school.

Karina Bissenova, 12 KB

Although Sixth Form students are expected to work 25 hours per 
week outside our normal school timetable, we are still able to have 

a lot of  fun in our spare time. This includes get-
ting away to the mountain-resort Lesnaya Skazka, 
and spending the most exciting and adventurous 
weekend together. Filled with both joy and fear, 
Sixth Formers climbed up the trees, came down 
the ziplines and conquered a lot of  other obsta-
cles suspended high in the air. “Exciting trip,” 
“unforgettable moments,” “lovely day with lovely 
people” - this is what a typical Sixth Form week-
end looks like. Pretty impressive, isn’t it? 
The Sixth Form community is also filled with 

little traditions. For example, each year, just around Christmas 
time, all Sixth Formers take part in Secret Santa, a holiday game 
where we get presents for each other. The day on which we give 
out their presents is full of  anticipation and excitement. Every-
one cannot wait until they open their Christmas gifts (you will be 
also surprised how seventeen-years-old boys still get crazy about 
toy guns), and find out who their Secret Santa is.

Life in the Sixth Form is when every time you 

fail, there always will be somebody who will 

persuade you not to give up, because now you are 

a part of  something more than yourself. It is not 

just a group of  people, it is a new community, 

where every person is unique.’  

Ramina Krivich, 12 PD

What Makes Our Sixth Form So Unique? 

More from the Sixth Form...
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1. Adopt my KitKat trick 
2. Sign up for communities: one you always 

wanted to try, one you have already been          
doing for a while, and one absolutely random. 
Fun guaranteed.

3. boys: learn how to cook Beshparmak 
                before you go
      girls: show off  your cooking skills, 
                all guys will approach you.

I d
o not m

iss my fri
ends at a

ll. 

Just kidding!!!

Diana Baimukhanbetova

Fashion design, Istituto Marangoni London

go?
“Per scientiam et prudentiam qu aere summam”  or “To seek the high-est through knowledge and wisdom” is the motto of  the John Snow Col-lege. Haileybury Almaty and every single member of  staff  have pro-vided and pushed me to obtain a top quality education. Every day in Hai-leybury Almaty was not just anoth-er monotonous day of  school, but an 8-hour adventurous journey in which I developed myself  both physically and mentally, gone through many dis-appointments and achievements and lived my life to fullest to become a wis-er man.

My eight years at Haileybury Almaty have been the brightest memories of  my life; the school provided a solid foundation of  education which ena-bled me to get into one of  the high-est-ranked universities in UK, and de-veloped to shape my character, helping me to become the person who I am to-day - a person who will continue seek-ing and achieving the highest through knowledge and wisdom.

Dana Sundetbayeva
Economics, Royal Holloway University of  London

With universities’  deadlines approaching fast, Year 13 students are trying to finish off  applications and refine their personal 

statements as soon as possible, while novice Year 12s are right in the middle of  their university research. To help our Sixth 

Form students relieve the anxiety associated with this stressful process, I decided to get in touch with the most prominent (so 

far) graduates of  Haileybury Almaty.  The Class of  2015 wholeheartedly shared with us their life-changing experiences at 

university, described the challenges they encountered, and gave helpful advice to our current students. 

Beybit Seytzhapar
Geography and Business, 

Oxford Brookes University 

As I have moved on to university life, 

I have become independent as never 

before. The first few weeks at uni-

versity were so chilled and relaxing as there 

were no heads of  departments chasing after 

me to do the work. However, when it came 

to assessments and handing in assign-

ments, that is when the sleepless nights 

started.

Therefore, dear students, please do 

listen to teachers when they tell you 

that nobody but yourself  is going 

to care about your studies in the future. 

Nevertheless, I love my university expe-

rience so far, and I am grateful to Hai-

leybury Almaty and all of  its staff  for 

the opportunity to study in one of  the 

best universities in the world! 

Daria Kobylyatskaya 

Management, University of  Bath

University and 
school are both 
places to get 

education from, yet the 
difference between them is 
insane. Haileybury Almaty 
gave me fundamental 
knowledge; however, my 
life was not as socially 
active as it is now, due to 
the busy schedule. Now, 
as planning my timetable 
depends solely on myself, 
I have a much more flexi-
ble schedule and free time. 
Moreover, I get a chance 
to meet new people, who 
are all unique. Obviously, 
there is a lot more to my 
university experience. 
However, I think what I 
enjoy the most about it is 
socializing with talented 
and interesting students. 
Yet the university work-
load is really challenging 
as well and right now I am 
in the middle of prepara-
tion for mid-term exams. 
I wish all students the best 
of luck this academic year! 

Diana Yessenbekova 
Marketing, 

KIMEP University

At first it is a roller-coaster of  emotions - 
you go up and down. Sorting out different 
things, like buying cups or completing police 

and medical registrations, gives you a lot of  head-
aches. Apparently, while you are doing all of  this, 
you also should not forget to eat. However, it does 
get better quickly once you realise you are not alone, 
and everyone you meet is in the same boat as you - 
chances are they only know how to make scrambled 
eggs too.
It is fun to meet new people. I created my own way 
of  meeting people and called this technique ‘fishing 
for friends’. I bought a large pack of  small KitKats. 
Me and my flat mates would go around and put Kit-
Kat half  way into mail holes, then knock and wait- it 
is crazy how much force people would put into get-
ting the pack; they must have been starving for days. 
The university staff  is very helpful. They assist with 
absolutely anything, you just need to ask - like how 
do I connect my PlayStation to the network?
On the academic side things are very different from 
school. You are required to do a lot more work indi-
vidually - you must have heard this from teachers a 
lot. I started to enjoy things I like a bit more because 
I feel like I have a choice of  what to do. However, 
the knowledge I obtained in school does often come 
very handy. 
The city of  Oxford is beautiful, with a mix of  me-
dieval, Victorian and modern architecture. It is a 
big pleasure to cycle around, up and down the hills. 
Yet, returning from a club at 5;30 am is not one of  
the things I would recommend. Three hours earlier 
would be better. 

Fun fact: 
Whenever I log in to my  university account I still 
start with 02Seit... whoever sits near and picks up on 
that always cracks a smile. I wonder if  my Hailey-
bury account still exists. Probably not.
I have never seen so many students in my life. Every-
one is so different, yet we are all the same. It is al-
ways fun to tell them about Kazakhstan and teach 
them games we play like Mafia. I don’t want to spoil 
the experience for you, so uncover it yourself !

Thus far, my university experience has been amazing. Royal Holloway is a very welcoming place, and from the very first day, I have felt at home here. I have the advantage of  liv-ing very close to one of  the world’s greatest cities, London, while enjoying beauty and peacefulness of  a small town [RHUL is located in Egham, Surrey, 31km from London – Editor]. Being a student of  BSc Economics course and having done A-level Economics, I can say that the depth and detail of  what we are learning is far beyond my school experience, making it even more interesting and enjoyable. Even though  the idea of  going to study overseas can be very daunting with visions of  feel-ing homesick and facing a lot of  responsibilities, I found that being immersed in another culture, meeting new people and learning something new about them, and even yourself, in the course of  this journey is very exciting. My advice for students planning to go to university is to be sure that the course you choose at university is really what you want to pursue and what suits you the best, so that you can enjoy your time at university. Be open-minded, active and make the most of  this experience! 

Ualikhan AbdraliyevFinance and Accounting, John Snow College, 
Durham University 
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As you can      
probably already 
tell, university 

experience is not only 
overwhelmingly exciting 
but also challenging and 
demanding. It is im-
portant to find the right 
place and make the right 
decision when applying 
to universities, so start 
thinking about it as early 
as you can. 
For a moment, for-
get about the rankings, 
league tables and parents’  
expectations, and think 
about what YOU enjoy 
the most. What is it that 
makes YOU who you are? 
What is YOUR passion? 
Whatever it is - maths, 
science, literature, busi-
ness, humanities, art - go 
for it! The school and 
A-levels in particular can 
give you a head start at 
university; however, it is 
solely in your hands to 
make sure you do your 
best. 

Work hard and dream 
big! Remember: ‘Always 
shoot for the moon. Even 
if  you miss, you’ll still 
land among the stars’. I can finally say that I am in the place where I belong. Where 

else would you meet pink-haired guys passionately swear-

ing in Russian, transgenders, 99% of  heavily smoking 

females, Chinese girls from Italy - I mean university is such a 

diverse place. At the very start of  my lessons I realised what 

advantages I had over other students who have never studied 

textiles before, and this opportunity was gladly gifted to me by 

Haileybury Almaty. 

The experience I face here is challenging, motivation driven and 

mostly 12 working hours a day, voluntary. This is where I start 

telling myself, there is never enough time. Every minute counts 

and it can be stressful. I learn from my mistakes and, surpris-

ingly, this is what I enjoy the most. Every day brings something 

new: famous photographers give speeches about how they have 

become what they are or designers unveil their key techniques, 

and finally the amount of  homework that keeps me busy while 

I am awake. It also includes visiting art exhibitions every week!

I am in love with this place, and I am grateful for the help and 

support teachers at Haileybury Almaty have given me to get me 

where I am now. This stage in my life is yet another adventure 

of  a lifetime.

Karina Tukanova, 13 PB 
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Kipling House Mistress Mrs McChristie, 
the House Captains and, of  course, 
the students altogether gained a vic-
tory in last year’s House Cup Com-
petition, which provided Kipling 
with a very positive attitude at 
the start of  the year. I was de-
lighted to have been given 
the responsibility of  Senior 
House Captain, along with 
Zhamilya from Year 11 
and Anouk from Year 10.

As a step towards retain-
ing the title of  the best 
House, our students from 
both primary and sec-
ondary won the Golden 
Pushkin Award for poetry 
writing. Overall, the term 
was not busy in competitions 
which gave us the time to get to 
know each other better. The new 
House Captains, including myself, 

Term 1 has been an amazing start for 
Bartle Frere this year. We have been 
involved in multiple inter-house ac-
tivities, as well as enjoyed working 
together inside the house on our 
weekly assemblies. Having Mr 
Gooding as the housemaster, 
and a team of  four captains 
- Dariya Baimagambeto-
va, Eloise Golding, Ruby 
Halsall, and myself  - Bar-
tle Frere has made a huge 
shift on the way towards 
the creation  of  a strong 
and enthusiastic team. 

A famous phrase of  Mi-
chael Jordan’s - “Talent wins 
games, but teamwork and in-
telligence wins championships” 
- has now became a slogan of  our 
house, adorning Bartle Frere’s no-
tice board. We have been getting 

Radiant smiles, students wrapped in 
toilet paper, and spooky poems read 
by teachers - these are the joyful 
memories that our House has been 
delighted to form this term! Starting 
off  with Mr Jackson’s inspiring 
assembly about why blue is the 
greatest colour, our House has 
been incredible at participat-
ing in different inter-House 
competitions, such as the Po-
etry Competition. Our Vice 
Captains, Ainur and Aiger-
im, had tremendous cour-
age to go onto the stage and 
read their poems in front of  
everyone, serving as an ex-
ample to younger students. 
The House continued to 
display a cheerful attitude, 
especially after Ms Kymbat’s 
assembly about Smile Day, 
where students were asked to 
give an award to someone who 
makes them smile :) Further into 
the term, assemblies were passed 
onto students, rather than staff. 

This year I was elected to be the 
new Attlee House Captain and I 
now hold the responsibility of  lead-
ing our House to victory and win-
ning the House Cup at the end of  
the year! But I know that I am 
not alone, I have a team of  ex-
cellent students and genuine-
ly kind people: our House 
Captains, Vice-Captains 
and our Housemaster, who 
will help me achieve our 
goal and make this year as 
fun as it can possibly get!

This term has been fantas-
tic for Attlee House because 
we grew so much as a House 
and achieved great results. We 
have won the first place for the 
ever-so-hard Poetry Competition, 
with the help of  our genius – Hadi 
Khan, of  course. We have received 
an outstanding level of  participa-

performed plays with Key Stage 1 
and 2 children and had enough time 
to organize two thematic assem-
blies so far. One of  them was led by 
Ms Patterson, who organized a play 
about farm animals and a farmer, in 
which Adrian and I took part as 
well. Awaiting for the upcoming 
House Talent competition, our 
senior House Captains Zhami-
lya and Anouk led an assembly 
on talent and inspired all of  us 
with Anouk’s outstanding pi-
ano performance.  

I believe that with the help of  
the best House Mistress and 
our House Captains we can win 
the House Cup this year again, 

which would be the perfect end-
ing to my last year of  school.

Daulet Orazkulov, 13PB
Senior House Captain 

lots of  blue and yellow cards, espe-
cially from the Primary pupils, which 
provides the evidence of  all house 
members’ desire to cooperate and 
make a contribution to the common-
wealth of  the Bartle Frere family! 

Elizabeth Skop, 13PB
Senior Vice Captain

So far, I myself  have prepared 
an assembly, together with the 
Vice Captains, on the topic of  
bullying, placing importance 
on creating a supportive and 
safe environment in our House. 
After being selected as this year’s 
House Captain I had the pleasure 
of  working with Mrs Williams, 
our House Mistress, who is ab-
solutely awesome and the best 
House leader we could have 
ever wished for! I am certain 
that all our House members 
continue creating a warm and 
positive atmosphere, and that 
we will stay as unique as we 
already are, because as it says 
on our House board - “Every 
child is a different kind of  flow-

er, and altogether, they make 
this world a beautiful garden”. 

Keep on blooming, Edmonstone!

Nicole Chen, 13PM
Senior House Captain 

tion in our House assemblies, due to 
the fun activities that the staff  and 
we have planned. We have collected 
a great amount of  yellow and blue 

cards, and I am sure that they will 
get us to the first place at the 

end of  this term. I know that 
the House boards are not a 
competition and that they’re 
there to collect all the mem-
orable moments of  Attlee 
and to celebrate the House, 
but if  it were a competi-
tion I know that we would 
definitely be the winners!

As my duty of  the House 
Captain, I will try my best to 

make this year the best year for 
Attlee House and most impor-

tantly – to make sure we have fun!

Arsen Seitov, 11NG
Senior House Captain 

Bartle Frere

Attlee

Kipling

Edmonstone
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The Autumn Term in the Art, Textiles and DT faculty has been pretty busy and full of  fantastic 
creative work being produced by all the students. Silk screen printing, lino printing, marbling, ceram-
ic slab pots, canoptic jars, cam toys, mini lights, felting, and headwear are just some of  the projects 
completed.
The new Year 12 A level class started their course with great enthusiasm. A high quality of  individual 
work has already been produced, with framed examples being hung around the school and published 
in the new school calendar. They went on an outing to one of  the many beautiful parks in Almaty to 
draw their inspiring environment - and laugh at their teacher, who managed to get her bag stuck up 
in a tree while trying to get seed pods down to draw!
An essential part of  studying Art is broadening one’s horizons and seeing as many exhibitions as 
possible.  The Year 10, 11 and 12 Art students went to the Esentai Gallery at the kind invitation to 
see the work of  a promising Kazakhstani artist, celebrating and questioning his roots and the future 
of  the Kazakh culture.
The Textiles group was fortunate enough to gain valuable insight into the world of  design and fash-
ion design in particular from a personal presentation by the well-known designer,  Aika Alemi. It is 
always inspiring for students to meet successful professionals, proof  that there is a life after school in 
the Arts.
At the end of  term the Faculty was buzzing with Winter Festival preparations, from DT making the 
famous banners to Art/Textiles making Santa’s grotto decorations and much more.  Students worked 
incredibly hard making artefacts and joining in the festive spirit as we sang along to carols and Christ-
mas songs (some notably louder than others).
It is amazing to witness young students produce work of  such high quality within the DT depart-
ment, under the guidance of  enthusiastic and professional staff  in a well-resourced department with 
good and reliable technical support.
The Year 11 Art students have been and still are under pressure to produce coursework and their 
controlled test for their IGCSE.  Their commitment to success has to be noted, as they have given up 
Sundays to come in to school to attend Art Days and continue with their work. Good luck to you all 
for the end of  the year.

Kirsty Huskisson, Head of  Art and DT Faculty

13 14



Teacher’s Name: Kirsty ‘Toox’  Huskisson
Birthplace: Oxford, England.

What was your favorite school sub-
ject (other than the one you teach)?
History.
What is your favourite book that 
was turned into a movie? Which 
was better: the book or the movie?
‘Perfume’. The book was better.
What is the craziest thing you’ve 
done in your life?
That’s a secret! Second craziest - walking 
across the top of  Victoria Falls. And shav-
ing all my hair off.
Where did you live and what did 
you do before coming to Kazakh-
stan?Teaching in Brunei, Borneo.
As an adult, what would you most 
like to do if  you were not a teacher?
Practice alternative medicine.
What was the first job you ever 

had?  What was the worst job you ever had? 
First: picking strawberries. Worst: cleaner in a nightclub.
What is your most embarrassing or funniest memory from primary 
school?
Waiting for my mum to collect me in her noisy green 2CV; she was always late.
Do your friends or relatives include any celebrities or well-known 
people?  If  so, who?
Sir William Huskisson was the dude run over by a train called “The Rocket”  in 
England in the first-ever railway accident in 1830. Some family friends are good 
friends with a member of  the British Royal family.
What has surprised you most about Almaty?
All the good-looking men.
How many countries have you lived in? Which one was your favorite?  
I have lived in South Africa, Botswana, Mozambique, Brunei, India and Japan. 
My favorite is Botswana.
What is your favourite food?  What is your least favourite food?
Favourite: dhal. Least favourite: oysters.
Do you have any other interesting things you would like to tell me 
about?
I grew up on a pig farm in the UK, and I still like playing in mud! I have had 
close encounters with lions and elephants, and I have bottle-fed a lion cub. I hitch-
hiked across South Africa and North India. My family teases me about my “odd”  
interest in weird food, like purple crisps and eating mopane worms! – and my 
weird clothing (to them). 

Teacher’s Name: Christina Riehl
Birthplace: Rottweil in Germany. (Yes, I am technically a Rottweiler.)

Do you have any pets?  What kind?  
How many?
Yes. A cat named Tiger. He lives in 
Canada.
What is your favourite book that 
was turned into a movie? Which 
was better?
‘1984’  - the book is better.
What is the craziest thing you’ve 
done in your life?
Move to Almaty.
As an adult, what would you 
most like to do if  you were not a 
teacher?
I would like to work in hotel 
management.
What was the first job you ever 
had?  What was the worst job you 
ever had?

I had a paper route when I was 12 (first job). It was the worst job ever.
What has surprised you most about Almaty?
How nice, friendly and helpful people are.
What is your favourite food?  What is your least favourite food?
Favourite - fries. Least favourite - anything with mint in it.

Teacher’s Name:  Victoria (‘Vicky’  or ‘Vika’) Green
Birthplace: Birkenhead, England

What was your favourite school subject (oth-
er than the one you teach)?
Drama
What is your favourite book that was turned 
into a movie? Which was better?
‘The Hobbit’.  I thought the book was better.
As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up?
Actress
As an adult, what would you most like to do 
if  you were not a teacher?
Archaeologist
What was the first job you ever had?  What 
was the worst job you ever had?
Tutor. Working at a cafe in London.
What is your most embarrassing or funniest 
memory from primary school?
My history teacher fell asleep with his feet on his desk 
and had dog poo on his shoe.

What has surprised you most about Almaty?
The number of  shopping centres.
When you’re by yourself, what kind of  music do you like to sing out loud?
The Beatles
What is your favourite food?  
Pizza!

Teacher’s Name:  Gurpreet ‘Rani’  Garewal
Birthplace: India

What was your favourite school subject (other 
than the one you teach)? 
Philosophy.
Do you have any pets? What kind? How many? 
Yes, a German shepherd.
As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up? 
A stewardess.
What was the first job you ever had? What 
was the worst job you ever had? 
The first job was running a business of  my own. The 
worst job would be the one that does not inspire me 
anymore.
What is your most embarrassing or funniest 
memory from primary school? 
I wanted to bunk school and got caught by my father.
When you are by yourself, what kind of  music 
do you like to sing out loud?
ABBA!

How many countries have you lived in? Which one was your favourite? 
I have lived in 3 countries. Singapore is my favourite one.
What is your favourite food? What is your least favourite food? 
Favourite: Thai; least favourite: Italian
Do you have any other interesting things you would like to tell me about? 
I love watching gangsta movies and reading gangsta novels, and playing Halo on the X-box.

Teacher’s Name: ‘Joe’  Davies (Master of  Haileybury UK)
Birthplace: Harlech, Wales

Do you have a nickname? 
Joe, after Little Joe in the old TV western 
series, ‘Bonanza’. It’s not my real name.
What was your favourite school sub-
ject (other than the one you teach)? 
English Literature
Do you have any pets?  What kind?  
How many? 
None. I don’t like them.
What is your favourite book that was 
turned into a movie? 
Joseph Conrad’s ‘Heart of  Darkness’, turned 
into the film ‘Apocalypse Now!’  The film is 
better.
What is the craziest thing you’ve done 
in your life? 
A bungee jump in front of  about 800 pupils 
and parents in the middle of  a school quad-
rangle. I thought I wasn’t going to be able 
to do it because I was so scared. In the end I 

realized what it was I was frightened of  – looking down. So in the end it was easy – 
I just closed my eyes.
As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? 
A big fat German (honestly) which my brothers reminded me about pretty much every 
day when we were children.
As an adult, what would you most like to do if  you were not a teacher? 
A journalist.
What was the first job you ever had?  What was the worst job you ever 
had? 
First - Cutting up dead pigs in an abbatoir. The worst – working in the City, which I 
hated every day.
What is your most embarrassing or funniest memory from primary 
school?
Embarrassing now but funny then - getting all my friends to call out names at my 
father (who was blind) when he walked past the school when we were at playtime.
Do your friends or relatives include any celebrities or well-known peo-
ple?  If  so, who? 
Lizzie Yarnold who won Olympic gold in the skeleton at the last Winter Olympics.
When you’re by yourself, what kind of  music do you like to sing out 
loud? 
Bob Dylan – from his 1966 album ‘Blonde on Blonde’.
How many countries have you lived in? Which one was your favourite?  
Four. England, Wales, Australia and Germany. Wales.
What is your favourite food?  What is your least favourite food? 
Favourite: Italian pasta. Equal least favourite: fish/liver/kidney.

Teacher’s Name: Joshua (“way too many nicknames”) Liversidge
Birthplace: Rotherham, England

What is your favourite book that was turned into 
a movie? Which was better?
‘Hotel Rwanda’  - the book was better.
As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up?
Someone who saves the world.
As an adult, what would you most like to do if  
you were not a teacher?
Work for a charity. 
What was the first job you ever had?  What was 
the worst job you ever had?
First: peeling a potato.  Worst: no comment.
What is your most embarrassing or funniest 
memory from primary school?
Having a mohawk.
What has surprised you most about Almaty?
How fun and easy life is here.
When you’re by yourself, what kind of  music do 
you like to sing out loud?

Arctic Monkeys.
How many countries have you lived in? Which one was your favourite?  
I have only lived in the UK. I worked in Kenya for 2 - 3 months (my favourite place on the 
planet!)
What is your favourite food?  What is your least favourite food?
Favourite - green. Least favourite-Chinese.
Do you have any other interesting things you would like to tell me about?
I am mad about travelling and having “adventures”.

Teacher’s Name:  Virginia ‘V’  Treasure
Birthplace: Dallas, Texas, USA.
What was your favourite school subject (other than the one you teach)?

Writing
Do you have any pets?  What kind?  
How many?
No pets now, but I have had horses, rabbits, 
dogs and cats.
What is your favourite book that 
was turned into a movie? Which was 
better?
‘Eat Love Pray’  -- the book is always better.
What is the craziest thing you’ve done 
in your life?
Ride in a hot-air balloon over India.
Where did you live and what did you do 
before coming to Kazakhstan?
I lived in the UAE for two years prior to 
moving to Almaty.
As a child, what did you want to be 
when you grew up?

Nurse.
As an adult, what would you most like to do if  you were not a teacher?
There is nothing I would rather do.  I love teaching.
Do your friends or relatives include any celebrities or well-known peo-
ple?  If  so, who?
No, just normal, nice folks.
What has surprised you most about Almaty?
How beautiful and walkable it is.
What is your favourite food?  What is your least favourite food?
Favourite: roasted chicken, pizza.  Least favourite:  liver.
Do you have any other interesting things you would like to tell me 
about?
I have participated in barrel racing events in rodeos.

Teacher’s Name: Tania ‘Tinkerbelle’  Foley
What was your favourite school subject 
(other than the one you teach)?
English literature
Do you have any pets?  What kind?  How 
many?
Yes. A cat named Nelson.
What is your favourite book that was turned 
into a movie? Which was better?
‘The Pop Larkin Chronicles’  by H.E. Bales. The 
book was better.
What is the craziest thing you’ve done in 
your life?
Gotten married.
As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up?
A police officer.
As an adult, what would you most like to do 
if  you were not a teacher?
Be a police officer.

What was the first job you ever had?  What was the worst job you ever had?
First: working in a shoe shop. Worst: stablehand.
What is your most embarrassing or funniest memory from primary school?
Spending a whole afternoon with my skirt tucked into my knickers.
Do your friends or relatives include any celebrities or well-known 
people?  If  so, who? 
Friend - professor Brian Cox. He is a scientist on TV.
What has surprised you most about Almaty?
The food!
How many countries have you lived in? Which one was your favourite?  
Lots. New Zealand - it’s very beautiful.
What is your favourite food?  What is your least favourite food?
Favourite - anything Italian. Least favourite - parsnips! I hate them!
Do you have any other interesting things you would like to tell me about?
I love surfing!

Teacher’s Name:  Anna ‘Annabananna’  / ‘Anushka’  Slater
Birthplace: Blackpool, England.

Do you have any pets?  What kind?  
How many?
In England I have a dog named Ruby and a rabbit 
named Milly.
What is the craziest thing you’ve done in 
your life?
Performed as a dancer in the opening and closing 
ceremonies of  the 2012 London Olympics.
Where did you live and what did you do 
before coming to Kazakhstan?
I lived in the UK as a student.
As a child, what did you want to be when 
you grew up?
A princess.
As an adult, what would you most like to 
do if  you were not a teacher?
Work in a museum.
What was the first job you ever had?  What 
was the worst job you ever had?

First job: sold ice creams.  Worst job:  inputting data for a local council.
What is your most embarrassing or funniest memory from primary school?
I loudly called my art teacher “Mum.”
What is your favourite food?  What is your least favourite food?
Favourite:  Roast beef  with Yorkshire pudding.  Least favourite: Liver.
Do you have any other interesting things you would like to tell me about?
I am an identical twin.

Teacher’s Name: Charlie Clarke
Birthplace: Birmingham, England.
Do you have any pets?  What kind?  How many?
No, although I do have an orang-utan called Eric.
What is your favourite book that was `turned into a movie? 
‘The DaVinci Code’
As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?
A fighter pilot
What was the worst job you ever had?
Shelf  stacker in a supermarket.
What is your most embarrassing or funniest memory from primary 
school?
When in Poetry Week I asked if  the children knew who Noah was, and they 
said, “Yes, he is in Year 4.”
What is your favourite food?  What is your least favourite food?
Hardees.  Kumis.

How well do you 

know the 

new teachers? 
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Letters from Britannia (Year 3)

It’s a lovely time for holidays,
Now Christmas is almost here,

And Haileybury Almaty 
Has a magic atmosphere!

There are 4 types of  
friends you’ll 

meet in your life.
Some are useful and

some are just not.
So think about your 
present friends, and 
the ones you forgot.

Because I will tell you who you 
should keep, 

and who you should not.

There are friends who 
resemble a meal,

And so you need them every day.
To tell how you are
and how you feel.
Because they will 

always know what to say.

Venice smells like grandma’s 
closet, under the scorching sun 
and half-filled by muddy green-
ish water of  the Adriatic. It is the 
marvellous, spellbinding flavour 
of  history and the warm sea.

Winter
The wind blows through

 the cold dark night
The moon up in the sky, 

shining bright
It is soon winter

The slow falling snow
The cloud of  mist we blow

It is soon winter
You may gain a cold frost bite

And the whistling wind
 gave me a fright
It is soon winter

Skating across the ice
Unable to see hibernating mice

It is now winter.

Emilia Yun, 4PW

Just stop, look around
What can you see?

Diamond sky, emerald grass,
 and beautiful world

Or phone, technology, skyscrapers
No love, no kindness

You just sit and take selfies
Message to someone

Scared to say that you love
Scared to trust

Scared to look at people’s eyes
You need only money

You don’t know what is life
You are always sad

And cry at night
Well, you are not alone
But at least try to smile
Try to smile to everyone
Forgive... don’t hate…

And you will see the world
Which you have never seen

Your soul would be free
You will be able to fly

Dariya Baizhigitova, 8SJ

Arystan Tatishev, alumni 

Dear Mummy,  
The attack on Britain was successful and 
we have now started to build a town at a 
place called Colchester. We have taken this 
to be our capital city. The soldiers, as usu-
al, have been building roads, bridges and 
helping to run the town. I have married a 
lovely English girl called Edna. I am sorry 
mummy I know you wanted me to marry a 
nice Italian girl but I could be here for 25 
years before I am given my pension. Most 
of  the Britons are OK but there are a few 
tribes in the North which are rather rough. 
I’ll see you in about AD 68! 

Lots of  Love. 
Septimus  

Dina Kozhekova

Why do you need money?
When you have your love…

When you have kids who 
play on the playground

Go to your parents
Spend evenings with them
Do what you want to do

It is your own life
Just remember to smile

And be happy right now
Stop trying to find happiness

Be happy now
Happiness is not a destination

It is your journey, your friends, your family
Not work, not money, not power

Just family, friends, parents
Brothers and sisters

So now think…
What do you choose?

Power and money or life?

There are friends who 
resemble a cure,

As you find them when 
you’re in pain

You’ll look for them 
as you are sure

That they will drag you 
back from mad to sane.

There are also friends who 
resemble a sickness,

They’ll look for you themselves.
They’ll only bring you 
grief  and weakness

As their toxic thought infects 
your wisdom wells.

But there are friends 
that resemble the air,
As they are the ones 
who keep us alive.

You cannot see them 
and yet they are there,
Without you knowing, 

helping you thrive.

This Christmas will be the best of  all,
It will fulfil all dreams.

It’s time for presents, flakes of  snow
And lights on Christmas trees.

I wish you miracles and love
And the happiest New Year!

For all of  the Haileybury staff
It will be a great New Year!!!

Dear Wife,
Britain is an awful place. The people live in huts with no central heating and no toilets. 
The women are big and loud and are allowed to rule their tribes when the men die. They 
have some dreadful habits such as painting themselves and dying their hair. I don’t know 
what they use to dye their hair  but it smells awful. The weather is very changeable. In 
winter they have snow and rain for months and in the summer it rains as well. I wish 
I was back home with you in Rome as the wine here is pretty dreadful too. It is my turn 
for guard duty now so I must go. 

Just
Happiness always hides 
where we do not expect it 
to be. Our perception of  the 
world developed a ridicu-
lous concept that happiness 
should appear as a huge, 
glowing, sparkling ball, fill-
ing your body from head to 
toe with feelings of  joy and 
victory.

In the snow, enveloping the 
world with sparkling snow-
flakes; in the smell of  freshly 
baked pancakes, with choco-
late syrup; in returning home 
after a long absence, in the 
crunch of  a clean bed; in the 
twinkling stars, illuminat-
ing our souls in the dark; in 
the fresh mountain air; in the 
noise of  shells, ringing un-
der a foam of  waves on the 
shore; in the smile of  a baby, 
staring at his mother; in the 

sunrise, colouring the sky in 
purple, red, pink and orange.
Everyone has their own per-
ception of  happiness, and 
its amplitude varies from a 
ladybird on your finger to a 
flight into space. But some-
times, when you’re flying 
at breakneck speed and the 
wind cuts your face to tears; 
when you see an ambulance 
rushing to a person whose 
life weighs in the balance, 
and his heart is beating for 

the last few seconds; when 
you find yourself  in com-
plete solitude and quiet ... at 
least for a moment, for a few 
seconds, breathe deeply, for-
get the ringing phone in your 
pocket, the problems at work 
or school, the world’s crises 
and household chores. Feel 
the happiness that fills you, 
feel peace and protection. Why do we forget that 

happiness drops lurk 
in the most ordinary 
things?

Perhaps happiness 
comes with harmony, 
which is lacking in our 
world? 

Brussels smells like a huge confectionery: like 
chocolate, its soft, delicate scent is intoxicating; like 
sweet, slightly crackling and hot meringue, like 
mouth-watering waffles. Each instance creates a 
single fragrance, which is sweet, sugary, envelop-
ing and instilling the feeling that you’re not in the 
midst of  cold streets trying to taste culinary crea-
tions, but in the kitchen of  a cosy, warm home.

L’odeur de Paris is surprisingly 
fresh, despite the fact that it com-
bines various flavours. Paris smells 
like yellowed leaves, croissants and 
baguettes, knitted scarves, rain, 
cheese and a mixture of  exhaust 
fumes with the ubiquitous perfume.

Notre Dame smells of  dust and 
glowing wax, La Sorbonne smells 
of  ink and glue on the paper, the 
Jardin du Luxembourg and the 
Champ de Mars smell of  soil, leav-
ing white dust on shoes. The Tu-
ileries Gardens smell of  perfume, 
and water from the pond and trees. 
The River Seine smells of  dried 
leaves; Montmartre - an old house, 
a little damp, but so truly Parisian.

Vienna smells most magically: met-
al and gems of  the Habsburg crown, 
old, jammed music books and dusty 
armchairs at the Opera, chocolate 
cake and apple strudel, served on 
a table covered with white lace and 
bright, colourful flowers that adorn 
the Grand Place in the summer.

Verona smells of  green foliage 
peeking out from tiny balconies, 
sprawled on the walls of  ancient 
houses, strawberries with whipped 
cream and the arts. That city of  
love absorbed all the sensitivity and 
refinement that were hovering in 
the air since ancient Roman times.
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The Importance of Practical Work in

Science

Haileybury Almaty Scientist Wins National Award!

At the end of  2015, Artur participated in the ‘Best In-
novation Project by Schoolchildren’ contest, organised 
by the Republic of  Kazakhstan’s National Agency of  
Technological Development, together with the British 
Council. Artur’s project, a working portable hydrogen 
generator to recharge batteries for mobile devices, was 
selected for the finals in Astana – which he won!  Artur’s 
prize includes a trip to London.
You can watch Artur explaining his design with a se-
ries of  excellent animations (all his own work, too) by 
scanning the QR code. It’s only two-and-a-half  minutes 
long, features both English and Russian, and is highly 
entertaining as well as informative. Artur has a bright 
future in environmentally friendly science!

Steve Jackson, teacher of  Physics

Use QR code reader to see the whole video

We are blowing glucose from the funnel into a 
small flame. The energy released from the glucose 
in the form of  a large flame makes it look like we 
are breathing fire ! Glucose is the energy source for 
our cells. Cells can control this reaction, releasing 
energy from the glucose molecules slowly. 

Dariya Kozhasbai, Year 8 I am pleased to welcome those who are reading this 
magazine now! I would like to talk about our par-
ents’ club - Friends of  Haileybury Almaty. Our 

organization was established only one year ago and it 
included only a few parents. Today, more than half  of  
the parents of  the school have joined us.
The main goal of  the organization is to unite parents 
and children in the school. We have to help everyone 
who needs help. Together we will raise a new gener-
ation of  smart, kind, competitive and successful chil-
dren.
During this year we have implemented a number of  
joint activities - social and charitable. We met new 
teachers at the airport, organized a barbecue at the 
headmaster’s home for new teachers and parents, 
launched a new direction in school – planting of  green-

Nowadays science is becoming more important than 
ever before. Many pupils are studying Maths, Physics, 
Chemistry and other subjects in order to become scien-
tists. However, many of  them underestimate the impor-
tance of  practical work. 
Science is not only about imagining the ideal conditions, 
it is mainly needed to be applied in real life. Experi-
ments help us better understand different behaviours, 
conditions, reliability, and many other properties of  
physical concepts. In addition, practical work develops 
important skills that can help you make plans and find 
the most efficient, precise and fastest ways of  finding a 
solution to any problem. The main law of  science says 
that all hypotheses must be proved to become a theory. 
That is why practical work is very important in science. 
In my previous school I only had a few practicals per 
year! Now I am at Haileybury, I am doing at least one 
practical a week and it helps me a lot. I am very happy 
that the school’s laboratory is very well-equipped and 
has a wide range of  apparatus available. It helped me 
understand how science works, and develop important 
skills that will help me to achieve my dream of  
becoming a technical engineer. 
So, do not underestimate the practicals!

Artur Turaliyev, 12PD

ery in the classes, screened a charity movie for children, 
and many others… Our organization lives a very active 
life! I would particularly like to thank Dasha, Natalia, 
Zhanna, Aigul A, Aigul, Zhanel, Madina, Victoria, Za-
rina, Olesya B, Olesya T., Elena, Roza, Sholpan, Elena 
M., Natalya, Yorky, Luba, Maya, Zhaydara, Anara, In-
dira, Mila, Madina and others for their help!
At the end of  the school year we organized a great 
event with the school - the Winter Festival. As part 
of  this festival, we made up a competition for parents 
and children - the Christmas trees parade. It was nec-
essary to make a Christmas tree and toys for it. We got 
a lively response from the parents, and we have pho-
to reports from these master classes! Besides, as part 
of  this festival we took the initiative to support not 
only the school’s international charity, United World 
Schools, but also a local one. In collaboration with the 
‘Dara’ foundation, parents of  all classes together with 
their children bought the necessary gifts and sweets for 
the children of  the cancer and tuberculosis dispensa-
ry. 3ASL class directly helped the oncology unit: they 
bought flowers, a thermopot and a wardrobe.
I believe it is necessary to engrain good nature, compas-
sion and empathy in our children. Friends of  Hailey-
bury is a communication platform for the parents. And 
we are happy to be with the school, to help each other 
and make our common business - to raise our children!

Ainora Ashim
Friends of  Haileybury Almaty

Fire-Breathing

Dragons! Friends
of

Haileybury
Almaty
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COASH (Confederation of  Almaty Schools and Headmasters) 
started with a bang this term as ten schools from Almaty joined 
together to create a league for inter-school competitions. This 
includes an array of  sports such as Football, Basketball and Vol-
leyball, as well as debating competitions and chess tournaments!
Our footballers made a superb start to the COASH league, 
as our Under 19 Boys and Under 15 Girls were crowned as 
Champions! The Under 19 Girls and Under 15 boys finished 
in 3rd place and the Under 11 team finished in 4th position.
It has been a great experience for our students as they now have 
the chance to show their skills and outstanding sportsmanship 
in competitive situations against students from different schools. 
This is something pupils and parents have wanted for a long time 
and we are delighted to finally be able to offer this experience.
Our Under 15 Girls also enjoyed success in the Central Asia Soc-

In the second half  of  term, pupils from Years 
5-6 and 7-8 have been taking part in trials to 
be selected for the COBIS Games 2016. The 
primary games will be in Astana and the sec-
ondary games will be in Dubai. In December 
it was announced who would represent 
Haileybury in those games. 

The successful students were:
Primary
Boys: David Scott, Sultan Ibragimov, Danila Iurev, 
Joshua Halsall, Zachary Scott, Thomas Moe, Nurtay Beisbekov
Girls: Alisha Jumatova, Martha Ledger, Ailin Iskandirova, 
Xiang Tao Chen, Adiya Kussaiyn, Sophie Alimzhan, Marha 
Makayeva

Secondary
Boys: Dmitriy Telemtayev, Alimhas Baimenov, Alibek Jaisan-
bayev, Bakdaulet Turganbek, Ilya Kan, Nursultan Maikeyev, 
Alen Sultan, 
Girls:  Atina Shahmardanova, Ece Canliel, Bengu Canliel, 
Aruzhan Yerlanova, Zarina Kozhahkhmetova, Sofiya Belovich, 
Daiya Baizhigitova

Sports Round-Up Competition

COBIS 
2016

cer Classic (CASC) where they were crowned Champions af-
ter a three-day Football Tournament held at Tien Shan School. 
The girls thoroughly deserved their title after beating the hosts 
Tien Shan 2-0 in the final. There was individual success too. Ju-
lia, Alicia and Atina were named in the ‘Team of  the Tour-
nament’ and Atina was named ‘Player of  the Tournament’!
We are very proud of  all of  our Sports Stars for their effort and 
achievement this term.

COASH and COBIS

The CASC (Central Asian Soccer Competition) was held from 5th-7th November at 
Tien Shan School. Three teams were selected from our school students to partici-
pate in this event - the U15 Girls, the U15 Boys and the U19Boys. 
The U15 boys started their competition on Wednesday and the rest of  us joined 
them in the tournament on Thursday. Our ride to Tien Shan was eventful since we 
lost our way a few times and barely made it  in time for the boys’ match!
The boys unfortunately did not make it to the finals but always gave their very best, 
scoring some amazing goals on the way.
The girls had a very successful tournament, winning the final 2-0. In total, the girls’ 
team scored 4 goals. On Saturday, the day that the finals were won, the atmosphere 
in the bus was topped up with a brilliant and very healthy dinner from KFC.

Central 

Asian Soccer 

Prepared by Steve Butters,
PE Department

Julia Maciazek, 9DP
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Chess
Takes

Off!

In November Haileybury Almaty hosted a 
COASH Debating Competition. Six other 
schools took part in the event - ISA, AIS, Gal-
axy School, KTL for Girls and KTL for Boys. 
Three Haileybury Almaty teams took part, 
consisting of  students from Year 9 and above. 
On the first day, three rounds took place, two 
of  which were won by all Haileybury teams, 
and one lost by all three teams. Round by 
round it was getting tougher. In round 4 on 
Sunday, Haileybury 1 debated with Haileybury 
3. Although team 3 lost in round 4 on points, 
they made it to the quarter finals along with 
teams 1 and 2. In the quarter final, Hailey-
bury 3 lost, but the other two teams remained. 
Only Haileybury and Galaxy teams made it 
to the semi-finals. Eventually both Hailey-
bury teams qualified for the finals, competing 
with each other for first place. Haileybury 1 
eventually won the whole competition. Sever-
al students from the Sixth Form gave up their 
time to help with the running of  the debate 
competition. Particular thanks should be giv-
en to Medina and Babur the Majestic Ruler, 
who worked whole weekends. The latter 
also had to partake in the debate to 
fill in for Alikhan, who fell sick af-
ter the quarter finals, without 
prior experience in COASH 
Debating, leading Hai-
leybury 1 team to wipe 
the floor with all of  the 
aforementioned oppo-
nents including the oth-
er Haileybury team to 
claim the COASH Cup. 
[Modest and magnani-
mous as ever, Babur…!]
The whole experience 
was filled with a vibrant 
spirit as students from 
different Almaty schools 
socialised but maintained an 
unprecedented level of  com-
petitiveness. The canteen staff  
also provided food, refreshments and 
snacks through the weekend which stu-
dents greatly enjoyed.
We would like to say a special thank you to Mrs 
Garewal who worked diligently to prepare and 
execute the whole event, giving up her spare 
time to make it a memorable event for all of  us. 
She also tried bossing Babur around, without 
success.

Babur Dombay (13PB), Julia Nowak (11ASE), 
Aruzhan Akhanova (12PD)

COASH Debating Cup: COASH
 Walking the Talk

On Saturday 5th December we hosted our inaugural 
COASH competition with over fifty guests battling it 
out over the boards under festive lights in the main 
atrium.
Hadi, Tamerlan, Alibek, Batyrkhan and Ghani flew 
the flag for Haileybury Almaty but, despite some 
thrilling victories, were not quite able to win the cov-
eted COASH chess trophy as we were outgunned by a 
superb Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools’ team who ran 
away with the crown. Over four rounds, Under Elev-
ens and Under Nineteens from schools across the city, 
keenly competed in competitive sportsmanship and 
gave everybody an excellent opportunity to hone their 
chess skills. It was wonderful to see so many pupils 
from different schools playing chess in such a friendly 
and supportive atmosphere. Everybody was fed and 
watered by our excellent catering team and Mr Wil-
de tallied the scorecards so that we had a constantly 
up-to-date picture of  who was winning. Thanks must 
also go to Mrs Kazhdarova for her support and run-
ning translation to help keep everybody informed. 
A special word of  thanks must also go to our Sixth 
Form volunteers (Dariya, Karina, Dias, and Artur) 
who kindly gave up their Saturday afternoon to help 
translate, and run around setting up chess clocks and 
handing out score sheets. Thank you all!

Patrick Donovan
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Which 
species 
should 

we save? 

An endangered species is defined as a species whose 
numbers are so small that it is at risk of  extinction. There 
are around 1.2 million discovered species on Earth and 10 
000 of  them are estimated to go extinct each year. So, how 

do we decide which species to save?
Humans have always thought of  themselves as being 
superior to other species. But the sad truth is that we 
are just one little species amongst millions of  others. 

very fast and showed that Uzbekistan is a busy nation. It has 
green fields and mountains and was as vast as Kazakhstan in 
terms of  space. Samarkand was superb and had so much history 
that it was hard to pack it all in to one day. I had two guides, 
Sator and Kalim. They did a great job of  sharing all they knew 

on Emir Temur and his descendants. It was a superb 
tour and this time the lunchtime menu was Samar-
kand Plov, which I enjoyed, in a traditional café, very 
much. 

The train back to Tashkent allowed me to see more 
of  this fantastic country.  I was also able to sample 
some Uzbek Samsa on the train and do a spot of  Lada 
spotting. Tashkent and Samarkand manufacture vehi-
cles for Chevrolet and because they are cheaper than 
imported cars, everyone drives a Chevrolet of  some 
description; or a Lada.

Tashkent was a welcome rest after such a busy few 
days. The plan was to take the newly formed Bus Tour 
of  Tashkent. Sadly the excursion isn’t that well know 
yet and it had finished early on the day that I had 
planned to see more of  yet another fantastic Uzbek 
city. 

After a lovely meal at a local restaurant where I had 
some more traditional Samsa, it was a good night’s 
sleep and then the plane home to Almaty with Mr 
Clarke.

On the flight Mr Clarke asked if  I had had a good 
time and what was my favourite part of  the trip to 
Uzbekistan? I answered that It was a great trip and 
my favourite part had to be the visit to Ulugh Beg 
Observatory. Ulugh Beg was Emir Timur’s grandson 
and is believed to the father of  modern day Astronomy.

I would recommend a trip to Uzbekistan to everyone; it is an 
amazing place and full of  ancient Silk Road history.

So this is Eric signing off  for this time. I have really enjoyed 
writing this piece and want to do it again. As you know I go 
home with The Pupil of  The Week from 5CCL every week-
end in term time. So look out for more adventures of  Eric the 
Orang-utan of  Haileybury.  

See you next time!
Charlie Clarke, Year 5 Teacher

I have lived in Kazakhstan for five years and only explored Ka-
zakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. I thought it would be a fun adventure 
to explore Uzbekistan this half  term.  I had heard that the places 
to see were Bukhara, Samarkand, and Tashkent and of  course I 
wanted to sample Uzbek Plov.

My journey started aboard an Air Astana flight.  Soon I was sam-
pling the delights of  Tashkent. The Chora Bazaar was amazing, 
the noise and the smells fascinated me and reminded me of  my 
home in Borneo. I was able to experience my first taste of  Uzbek-
istan when I stopped for a pot of  green tea and a Samsa.

There wasn’t much time for rest though as the next day I had a 
flight to Bukhara. Aboard an Uzbekistan Airways flight I wanted 
to spend the day exploring Bukhara. The day was great; I learned 
so much about the Emirs of  Bukhara, the history of  the Uzbeks 
and even the creation of  Uzbekistan itself. A superb guide called 
Timur showed me around. Timur was very knowledgable about 
all the monuments that existed in this ancient city. Timur also 
knew where the best Plov was served which meant we were in-
stant friends. After spending the afternoon with more sight see-
ing, which included a trip to the Spice Bazaar to get the spices 
for Plov, and some souvenir shopping, I was back on the plane to 
Tashkent for a good night’s sleep after a very busy and enjoyable 
day.

Uzbekistan has a superb train service and so I decided that taking 
the train to Samarkand from Tashkent would be a good way to see 
Uzbekistan and get to the great town of  the Silk Road. I have been 
aware of  the Silk Road through Mr Clarke’s teaching and I was 
looking forward to seeing it for real. The journey was amazing, 

As the half  term beckoned and teachers and children travelled 
to other places for a well-earned rest, so it was for another 
Haileybury team member. 5CCL’s very own Orang-utan, Eric, 
set off  to explore another part of  Central Asia. 
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Species - organisms (plants/animals) that are 
similar and are able to reproduce to produce a 
fertile offspring. 
Ecosystem - a community of  living organ-
isms that interact with each other and their 
environment 
Extinction - the moment when the last indi-
vidual of  a species dies .

Glossary

Without fully realizing it, we heavily depend on oth-
er plants and animals around us. Take the honeybee, 
for example - bee populations have been slowly de-
clining around the world for an unknown reason since 
2006. But what will happen if  they completely disap-
pear? We will only be able to eat rice, corn, and wheat, 
since other products require pollination. No coffee, no 
fruits, no nuts. This clearly shows that we are not as 
independent and self-reliant as we think we are.

Thankfully, humans are finally realising that extinc-
tion is a major issue. With the creation of  large wild-
life conservation organizations, such as World Wild-
life Fund (WWF) and Association of  Conservation of  
Biodiversity of  Kazakhstan (ACBK), people around 
the world are becoming increasingly aware of  the is-
sue. But now that raising awareness is no longer a big 
problem, we are faced with a new challenge: how do 
we spend the money? 

There are some species on Earth who are almost gone, 
for example the Amur leopard in Russia - only 40 indi-
viduals left. Many people argue that since they are one 
of  the most endangered we should place importance 
on them and save other, less endangered species, later 
on. 

Then there are keystone species - those that play a 
critical role in maintaining ecosystems and having a 
large effect on other organisms. Many types of  man-
groves (trees and shrubs that grow in salt water) are 
at risk. They serve as a habitat for over a thousand 
other species, such as birds, crocodiles, and monkeys. 
Perhaps we should place importance on these species 
because their extinction will have a knock-on effect 
and will eventually lead to even more organisms fac-
ing disappearance. 

But perhaps we should invest into species that are the 
most likely to survive? Their conservation requires 
the least money and they are the easiest to save. For 
example, completely preventing the extinction of  

frogs in New Zealand is cheaper than helping one panda 
bear survive for 6 months. 

I’m glad I mentioned panda bears. Pandas can no longer 
be found in their natural habitat, only in captivity. They 
are hard to persuade to breed - and bamboo forests, 
which serve as their main food source, are becoming 
more and more damaged. Basically, they are very hard 
to conserve. So why do organizations spend billions of  
dollars each year on their conservation? 

Pandas are what we call a flagship species - they are an 
icon used to promote conservation. The saiga antelope 
would be a Kazakh equivalent. The WWF has a pan-
da as their logo and due to their cuteness and appeal 
more people are willing to donate money to conserva-
tion funds. The problem is that pandas are neither as 
threatened nor as critical as some other species. This 
begs the question: should we just let them die out and 
spend money elsewhere? 

As you can see, many species seem to go unnoticed sim-
ply because they are not as cute as others. Think for 
yourself, would you rather donate money to save an 
adorable panda or a bulky Javan rhino (which is way 
more endangered, by the way)? The world should face 
the fact that some species are bound to become extinct 
and their populations will never return to normal (I’m 
looking at you, pandas), while other species are abso-
lutely crucial to our planet… yet sadly, they are over-
shadowed by their cute relatives. 

Nicole Chen, 13PM

The Cute vs.
The Crucial
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